HIGH ON A HILL: A
villa (above) is
almost hidden by the
area's lush gardens; a
lone statue (far left)
on the grounds of
The Escarpment; and
a four-poster bed
createsa | vibe in
one of the villas

Privacy rules supreme

Enjoy a secluded stroll through the gardens,
a private film screening in gold class or a
solitary meal in your villa, writes Alison Cotes

CROAK, chirrup, chirp, boom,
kwaak-kwaak, ribbit, kerokero or
gae-gool-gae-gool — don't go hopp-
ing mad, rather go to the frog noise
website (frogsaustralia.netau) to dis-
eover what all these oddities mean.

For if frog noises are the sign of a
healthy environment, then The Es-
carpment at Mt Tamborine is doing
everything right, and you don’t need
to look at the flourishing gardens to
tell you so.

While we wandered around in the
early evening waiting for our screen-
ing in the little gold class cinema on
the property, we heard at least six
different frog noises but couldn't spot
any of the beauties. It seems
mating is noisy but clandestine in the
frog world.

S0 we retired to the private cinema,
where we settled down with a drink
and a video from the property’s
library, and luxuriated all on our own
to watch Waking Ned Devine, an Irish

movie with a happy ending. The
cinema, which vou can hire for
private use for a small fee, is just one
of the luxurious extras at The
Escarpment, one of Mt Tamborine’s
hidden treasures. Some may remem-
ber it as Governors Retreat, an
exclusive group of self-contained
villas for couples only, where privacy
is the key note and there are no
public spaces, not even a swimming
pool, so that you keep to yourself and
never have to see the other guests,
except at breakfast.

There’s no restaurant at the re-
treat, but if you don't want to make
the trip to one of the mountain's
many excellent eating places, the
retreat will deliver a two-course meal
in stacked metal containers to your
lodge. We had a mild chicken curry,
some steamed jasmine rice and a
crunchy apple tart, and we ate it at
our leisure on the balcony as the frog
chorus started up.

The villasflodges are on two levels,
with a step down from the canopied
bed to the bathroom section on one
side and to the sitting area on the
other. One touch that I appreciated
was the light that goes on automati-
cally at the step when a person is
about a metre away, so that there are
no stumbles or barked shins during
the night.

As you'd expect, the villas them-
selves are fitted out with many lavish
touches, including a mini-kitchen,
fully stocked mini-bar, cedar floors
and cathedral ceilings, beautiful bed
and bath linen, and a spa bath.

And there’s the massage parlour in
the amenities building, where you
can have one of 14 different massage
packages for a total bliss-out.

It was pouring with welcome rain
when we were there, which meant we
muldnd: 'ﬁfﬂy venture Ou; of the
grounds. The next moming, however,
when the gardens were sparkling
clean and the air refreshed, we
wandered along the bamboo path to
the lookout, sat in the shaded
pavilion for a view across the rain-
forest, and experienced the feeling
that all's right with the world.

The next day we went exploring,
and discovered Andre and Meredith
Morris's latest venture, an expansion
of their tiny but renowned Witches
Cheese Company to new premises on
Long Rd at the end of Gallery Walk.
It was here that we had a
lunch of carpaccio beef, grilled cuttle-
fish and linguini with spanner crab,
followed by a sampler of five of
Andre’s award-winning cheeses and a
beer-tasting selection of beer master

Ian Watson's hand-brewed boutique
beers, which was worth a trip to the
mountain on its own.

Follow that up with hand-made
fudge from Gallery Walk, avocados
and rhubarb from the road-side stalls,
and a free air show watching the
hang-gliders risking life and limb off
Main Western Rd.

| wouldnt dare try the hang-
gliding, but it sure was a wonderful
spectacle to behold.

MT TAMBORINE

GO Mt Tamborine is an hour’s drive
from Brisbane and 30 minutes from
Surfers Paradise.

CONTACT The Escarpment, 123
Alpine Tce, Mt Tamborine. Phone 5545
3300, email escarpment®bigpond
.com or visit www.escarpment.com.au.
No pets, no children (except babies by
prior arrangement).

COST Rates from $230a night mid-
week for two people with breakfast.
Cinema costs $20a person. or $30
with ice cream, chocolates and a drink.
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